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Experimental Radio Debutes in Champlain Valley

Experimental Radio

WEXP 721029 FM

As an experiment, WEXP, a new station on 102.9 FM has announced they will be playing eight
genres that aren't available on local radio in the greater Burlington area.

“Radio used to be block programmed like television, with different shows at different times of the
day and week,” says station owner Dennis Jackson. Jackson is a small radio group owner and
former broadcaster at Burlington's 14/WDOT. On television, he portrayed the “Magrams Man” in
commercials for the late Church Street department store. “So we had the idea to work with well-
known local radio personalities and experiment with 'pop-up' programming to offer kinds of music
that aren't available elsewhere,” he says.

Weekday mornings, Russ Kinsley hosts “The Album Station,” playing free-form album rock from
the Musicheads.net studio in Middlebury. Kinsley began his career on WRUV and was the
founder of “The Wizard” WIZN. He also helped to originate the FM channels that became “95
Triple X” and WTNN. Later, he was part of the original “Experience” WEXP (now WKOL), and
with Diane Desmond also programmed WKLZ, WCLX, and WZXP. Kinsley was inducted into the


https://broadcastersfoundation.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=0c742d0a-7866-4fbe-bd35-0762893b4112

VAB Hall Of Fame in 2005.

“Country Joe” Loverro programmed WDOT as Burlington's “Country Giant” to the #1 rated
position in the 1980's. He plays Classic “Old School” Country music during weekdays and all day
Sunday. Joe also hosts “Friday Night Gold,” his long-running retro oldies show. WEXP will carry
the show from sister station WRIP in the “Great Northern Catskills.”

RJ Potter and George Goldring were once rivals at WDOT and WVMT in the heyday of Top 40
radio in Burlington. Together in the afternoon, they co-host a mix of Pop Hits, Big Bands, and
“Great American Standards.” Potter also hosted a show featuring Big Bands and crooners on
WJOY. “It's like the 'Make Believe Ballroom' we used to listen to at night on WNEW(AM) out of
New York,” he recalls.

In the evening, the station features relaxing instrumental versions of popular songs in a “Beautiful
Music” format. Later at night, it experiments with “Groove Salad,” playing ambient “mood music”
programmed from San Francisco.

All day Saturday, “The Squid” pops up with a mix that leans toward rhythmic oldies, R&B and
soul. Saturday evenings are devoted to vintage Modern Jazz.

Jackson says it's an experiment “We'd like to get an idea of what might catch on with radio
listeners looking for something different. Meanwhile, we're having some fun with it. In the end, we
hope to attract interest and find someone who would like to take over the radio station and make
it their own so | can retire,” he says. “You can't touch a small home in Burlington for what it will
sell for, so it's ideal for a solo entrepreneur who wants to get into radio.”

WEXP operates with 6,000 Watts overlooking the Champlain Valley from a hilltop in Westport,
NY. It's signal at 102.9 FM reaches from south of Middlebury to the Canadian border.

Mr. Charlie In Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine
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Broadcast Job Openings Around Vermont

WCAXS,

Meteorologist, Media Executive, Technical

Vermont
Public

News Director, Account Manager - Business

Media Producer

Sponsorships, Broadcast Engineer - Transmitter

VALLEY

w

Sales Account Associate, Local News Producer, Local

/1
NBC

LOCAL

News Producer, Senior Sales Account

News Anchor/Reporter, Multimedia Journalist, Local
Sales Assistant, Local News Producer, Digital Client

Executive, Junior Sales Account Executive,

Sports Anchor/Reporter, Digital Content



https://vermontbroadcasters.org/2024/06/27/job-openings-at-wcax-tv/
https://www.vermontpublic.org/careers-internships#current-openings
https://vermontbroadcasters.org/2024/07/12/job-openings-at-nbc5/
https://vermontbroadcasters.org/2024/07/02/job-openings-at-abc-22-fox-44/

Specialist, National Sales Manager, Account Executive, Producer, Graphic Artist, Multimedia

Local News Anchor/Reporter Journalist
(rm)) o %’
@T’ At OUNT{@\'A‘BIQ - HALL \(?(xzm Bttentcalions, Fﬁd/x mmmmmm
Morning Show Personality, Junior Sales Representative Account Executive

Account Executive, Digital Marketing
Consultant, Account Executive

This Week at the FCC

Every week, the attorneys at\Wilkinson Barker Knauer, LLPin
Washington D.C. provide a summary of the regulatory and legal actions
of significance to broadcasters within the FCC. They also provide links to
information about how these actions may affect your operations. Read
this week's summary as well as summaries from past weeks at:

vermontbroadcasters.org/this-week-at-the-fcc

WILKINSON ) BARKER) KNAUER) LLP

@ Ssupporting broadcast professionals LEARN MORE

@ $20 million in grants funded
@ Serving all US states & territories

Find out how the BFOA can help
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